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“Are you numerate?”
 - Mark Levy, Last.fm



I need stories to 
access data.







“Shortfalls of...
150,000 analysts
1.5 million managers”

 - McKinsey & Company, ‘Big Data’
http://bit.ly/j7YH2P

http://bit.ly/j7YH2P
http://bit.ly/j7YH2P


1. Reveal human input
2.
3.



1. Reveal human input
2. Playful data
3.



1. Reveal human input
2. Playful data
3. New tone of voice
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115 station sites
9 million listeners

















Diseases of
the nervous
system

Genitourinary
diseases

Other 
causes

Endocrine, nutritional
and metabolic
diseases

Skin diseases
1,849
(3.37)

Blood diseases
and immune
systems
1,026
(1.87)

Cancers and
neoplasms

140,497
(256.34)

Stomach and
digestive organs

38,811

Lung
30,018

Breast
10,440

Liver diseases

Gastric and
duodenal ulcer
2,714

Gallbladder,
biliary tract
and pancreas
2,760

Vascular
disorders
of intestine
2,464

Hernia
955

Oesophagus,
stomach and duodenum

Prostate
9,402Lung diseases due

to external agents
2,929

Pneumonitis due
to food and vomit
2,532

Asthma
911

Swine flu
149

Ovarian cancer
3,730

Skin cancer
2,325

Influenza and
Pneumonia
26,968

Chronic lower
respiratory
infections
25,419

Respiratory
diseases

67,559
(123.26)

Chronic rheumatic
heart diseases
1,023

High blood
pressure -
hypertensive

Alzheimer’s
disease

Parkinson’s
disease

Motor neuron
disease
1,789

Multiple
sclerosis
1,012

Epilepsy
937 Muscular

dystrophy
104

Due to
drug use
1,340

Alcohol
645

Diabetes

Opiates,
ie heroin
398

Unknown
causes
1,223

Other
disorders of
urinary system

Renal failure
2,905

Other disorders of
kidney and ureter
587Diseases of the

male genital
organs
200

Urolithiasis
134

Kidney and renal
tubulo-interstitial
diseases
745

Malaise
and fatigue
164

Sudden infant
death syndrome
156

Senility
without
psychosis

Mood (affective)
disorders
125

Schizophrenia
48

Dementias
16,424

18,021
(32.88)

Intentional
self-harm
3,457

Transport
accidents
2,284

Car occupant in
transport accident
922

Motorcyclist
in transport
accident
431

Pedestrian in collision
with car or van
153

Fall on and
from stairs
and steps
644

Fall from, out of or through
a building/structure
93

Hanging/
strangulation
2,079Accidental

poisoning
1,537

Other accidental
threats to
breathing
654

Exposure to
smoke, fire
and flames
279

Rectal cancer

Stomach
cancer

Liver cancer
1,210

17,408
(31.76)

9,243
(16.86)

7,531

11,998
(21.89)

7,132

7,123
(13)

5,278

Babies dying
before, during
or after birth
237
(0.43)

Respiratory
and
cardiovascular
102

Digestive system
disorders
77
Infections specific
to the perinatal period
20

Disorders related to
length of gestation
and fetal growth
17

Musculoskeletal
system
4,141
(7.56)

Arthropathies
1,524

Osteopathies and
chondropathies
1,565

Bone density
disorders
1,319

Osteoporosis with
pathological fracture
1,044

Spinal
disorders
341

Cystic fibrosis
121

Amyloidosis
219

Muscle
disorders
171

Arthritis
747

Other
rheumatoid
arthritis
615

Rheumatoid
arthritis,
unspecified
611

Pregnancy
and childbirth
63
(0.11)

17,878
(32.62)

Accidents
11,917

7,326

Total deaths in 2009
(all causes, all ages)

491,348
(896.47 rate per 100,000 population)

Colon
cancer
8,742

Cancer of
pancreas
7,146

Bronchitis,
emphysema &
other chronic 
lung disease

23,318

Circulatory
diseases

159,779
(291.52)

Chronic ischaemic
heart disease

44,686

Cerebrovascular
diseases -

brain haemorrhage
43,595

Acute
myocardial
infarction -
heart attack

27,163

Diseases of arteries,
arterioles and
capillaries

Diseases of veins,
lymphatic vessels
and lymph nodes

Other heart
diseases
24,322

Digestive
diseases
25,230
(46.03)

Congenital
diseases
1,261
(2.30)

3,715

5,192

4,366

4,789

6,194

10,216

4,456

3,965

Falls
3,593

Mental &
behavioural

External 
& accidents





Data tasks:
1. Corral it
2. Tame it
3. Make ‘quiet data’

 - Craig Mod, dConstruct 2011











Not just for hippies











“[When something is 
wrong] you can feel 
the ‘temperature’ of 
the room change.”

 - Colin Strickland, Last.fm





“I only look at the bit 
I need to look at”

 - Matt’s Grandad, 2011





“Real-time 
serendipity”

 - Mark Zuckerberg, f8 keynote 2011









Discuss data in 
compelling ways







NASA = Awesome









How can we rip-off 
NASA?







Let’s put people 
back in tanks!



Let’s put people 
back in picnics!



Thanks to @anneholiday, @lastfm, and all 
@designbyfire

www.last.fm
www.matthewsheret.com

The data will 
improve rockets

http://www.matthewsheret.com
http://www.matthewsheret.com

